FROM LEFT: Sranding india's author Amitabh Kant; Arjun Sharma, vice-chairman, World Travel & Tourism Council-lndi

i £
a Initiative;

Aroon Purie, fndia Today editor-in-chief and director, HarperCollins India; tourism minister Kumari Selja; Montek Singh
Ahluwalla, deputy chairman, Manning Commission; and TKA Nair, principal secretary to the PM, at the book launch.

The making of an
incredible story

By Mail Today Bureau
in New Dedhi

THE man behind the
hugely successial qu:‘r;;ﬂ:ll
ble India campalgn,
Amitabh Kant, has packed
into an information-laden
ook his wealth of insights
gcquired during an ex
tended association with
the travel and tourism
business.

The Delhi lIaunch of the book,
Branding I'ndia An Incredible
Efpry (Collins Business), on Sat-
urday evoked & Stream of
thosughts and Mess Mom
meent and industry ho 3 W
had joled Kant to celebrate his
work

Intreducing the bonk, whirh
was unyoaled h:.-":|-1|:|r.|-:m manister
Kumari Seljn, Kunt recalled the
blruk background agamst which
the Incredible India eampaign
was lnunched,

“Im 2001-Z002Z, After thee destrua-
thon of the World Trade Centre,
Chie war in Afghanistan and cthe
attack on Parllmment, there was
a huge slump In the Lourlsm
Industry. Hotel oocupanches ware
at an all-time low. A CNN survey

projecied Indla as a Sourist-
uniriendly country It was a chal-
Fenge for all of us to bring back
the tourists.”

Bl it a Keralby-caders LAS o[l
ecer of the 1900 batch. Fle was &
julnt secretary In the tourism
rindstry froon 2000 Lo 2007, and I=
now Lhe principal commissioner
and special commissloner dndus
Lries), Kerals

Kant sald che ministry's objae
tive was to ereate & brand that
wipild not only Add valoe to the
produact (the country’s travel and
purism industryl, but also eon-
tribute to the COUntIy's Soclin-
esonomile growsh

The resulis wers [nEtantly visl
ble. From 2.64 million foreign
Lourist arrvals in 2001, the nam

bar had ballooned o 538 miillon
by the end of 2008, the countTy
had earmed RS 54,0600 crore In for-
eign <xchange [ast year as
against Bs 14,100 crore o 2002
Seljon, who received the frst
copy of the book, was all praise
for Lhe campabin. “T must adimit
I'tn rather mew Lo this seolor ox
I'e just been a jall dnted a mings
L mhye smicl “Hail s an outsider,
I have been impressed by
Ineredible India ¢ampaken
an ineredible story indeed’
Montek Singh Ahluwalia,
deputy chalrman, Planning Com-
ms=ion, sad he had read Kant's
book, "I what he wrote 16 true,
then we have a tremendous
Rdvantage,” h sald, referring o
the diversity and richness of the

country. “Inthe las: ten Years, the
sector has wsibly improved,
bringing & 1ot of chAnges [0 our
mdvanbage."

TE.A Nalr ¢ !11::':|.!i|| sErTelary
Lo the Prime Minkter and guest
of bonour, described Kant ag a
s, He suid: “T've khown Lhe
'hero of Lthe evening” as a col
|l~;||,_.;u¢- and fHend for a long tane,
He hag done guite a lot for the
industry. I've difoovered the
oLther Amitabh 1w - he has
mone oul with seeh an incredible
sty

The h e SUICEERE of the bk 15
evident irom the et that & has
gone Into its second repring
within a month, said Amit Agar-
wal managng editor of Harper
Colling India




